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Saving babies with weak lungs



Purpose
Reach out and update our activities.

Recruit individuals who can be part of our team.

Identify additional centers in need

Raise Funds, encourage individuals to include project Palav 
in employee contribution programs of their companies.



Pioneer Medical Research 
Foundation
Pioneer Medical Research Foundation was started in 2011 to help 
improve outcomes of newborns with birth Asphyxia and decrease infant 
mortality.

Pioneer has provided equipment and training for 3 hospitals in Pune -
Deenanath, KEM and Sant Dnyaneshwar Hospital - for use of 
Therapeutic Hypothermia, an advanced technology. The work is  
ongoing.

We realized that we were not reaching the masses with the high end 
technology efforts. We therefore did some root cause analysis



PALAV.ORG India ranks 144th among 
188 countries in terms of
infant Mortality rates.

Respiratory support is not 
included in UNICEF or 

Indian Government 
Programs



PALAV.ORG
We started our work in 2011. In 2013 Project Palav was 
commenced. 

This is an initiative to promote non invasive breathing 
support for babies with respiratory distress using high flow 
nasal cannula system.

Total 10 centers in 4 states (Maharashtra, Andhra Pradesh, 
Punjab, Karnataka) of India are benefitting from this care 
made available by Project Palav.



Recent Work

Yashwantrao Chavan Memorial Hospital (YMCH), 
Pimpri Municipal Corporation is already equipped 
with infant warmers, phototherapy units and some 
monitoring equipment.

VIP Bird ventilator, monitoring equipment like 
pulse oxymeter and heart rate monitors and 
training to use the equipment were provided to 
YCMH. 



Achievements
We evaluated more than 3800 admissions over 26 months. 
Infant mortality in the Neonatal ICU was 65% during 6 
months of pre intervention period. The neonatal mortality 
significantly decreased to 18% during 20 months of 
intervention period.

We believe not only access to equipment but also education 
helped improve outcomes. 



Achievements
We received first prize for the 
abstract presented at American 
Academy of Pediatrics annual 
conference, San Diego. 

Abstract was titled:

Does more equipment 
availability improve infant 
mortality rate in hospitals in 
developing countries? Rohini
Nagarkar, MD, Vidya Fadnis, MD, 
Pratibha Shamkuwar, MD, 
Subhash Puthuraya, MD, 
Rachana Sripathi, MD, and Nitin 
Chouthai, MD Dr. Rohini
Nagarkar from Yashwantrao
Chavan Memorial Hospital, 
Pimpri, presented the poster.



Future Directions
Project Palav is planning to make 
available equipment and training for 
non-invasive ventilation and 
monitoring equipment to more than 
25 centers in Maharashtra over next 
year.

Project Palav is in the process of 
expanding to Gujarat, Rajasthan and 
Uttar Pradesh with the same model.



Ways you can Donate
Help us ship the equipment

Help with fundraising activities

Help with connecting with centers in need



Monitory Support:

Write a check: 

Pioneer Medical Research Foundation

24584 Thatcher Drive

Novi, Michigan 48375

Or 

PO Box 208, Novi, MI, 48375

Online Donation: www.palav.org

Online bank transfer: info@palav.org



Future Directions
Ongoing efforts to further improve neonatal care at YCMH are 
underway.

Capacity building, regionalization of maternal and neonatal care, 
ongoing education of nursing and medical staff are some of the 
approaches to decrease neonatal mortality and morbidity.



Future Directions
Project Palav is innovating a way to reach the babies who can not reach 
NICU.

We plan to train midwifes to provide early neonatal resuscitation, 
ongoing breathing support and temperature regulation using a 
Kangaroo care kit for transport if needed.

We have established a Backpack NICU kit.



What is needed
20$ can save a life.

250$ can provide for a Backpack NICU kit for midwifes.

$2500 can provide for equipment for entire 3 bedded level II NICU 
including non invasive ventilation and monitoring equipment.

Being part of the team, providing time and energy to this work is 
invaluable!


